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Executive Summary 


Graduation requirements and diploma options for students with disabilities who participate in the gen- 
eral assessment has been a topic of interest for many years. The recent push for all students, including 
those with disabilities, to leave school ready for college and career has heightened the importance of 
understanding what states are requiring of students with disabilities to earn a regular diploma. This 
investigation explored states’ 2014-15 requirements for those students with disabilities who participate 
in the general assessment to earn a regular diploma, and compared the requirements held for them to 
the requirements held for their peers. We examined both the course requirements and, in those states 
that had them, the exit assessment requirements. 

Overall, we found that only 14 states held the same graduation requirements for their students with 
disabilities and their peers. Nine of these states had only course requirements for graduation with a 
regular diploma and five of them had both course requirements and exit assessment requirements. 
When looking at course requirements only, 30 of the 51 states had requirements for their students 
with disabilities that were not the same as those for their peers. When looking at exit assessment re- 
quirements only, 19 of the 27 states held less rigorous requirements for their students with disabilities 
compared to their peers. 

Continued attention needs to be given to the graduation requirements for all students, but particularly 
those students with disabilities who participate in states’ general assessments. This attention also must 
address meeting their instructional needs, and providing appropriate access and accommodations. 



Table of Contents 


Acknowledgments iii 

Executive Summary v 

Overview 1 

Method 3 

Results 6 

Course Requirements to Earn a Regular Diploma for Students with Disabilities Compared 
to Their Peers Without Disabilities (Research Question 1) 6 

Course Requirements When Different for Students with Disabilities Compared to Their 
Peers without Disabilities (Research Question 2) 9 

Assessment Requirements to Earn a Regular Diploma for Students with Disabilities 
Compared to Their Peers Without Disabilities (Research Question 3) 13 

Exit Assessment Requirements When Different for Students with Disabilities Compared 
to Their Peers without Disabilities (Research Question 4) 16 

Discussion 19 

References 21 

Appendix A: State Resources on Graduation Requirements 27 

Appendix B: Alabama Graduation Requirements for Students Earning a Regular Diploma 45 

Appendix C: State Course Requirements for Graduation with a Regular Diploma 47 

Appendix D: State Exit Assessments Requirements for Graduation with a Regular Diploma 95 


Overview 

Graduation from high school with a regular diploma has been given increased attention as states 
focus on ensuring that their students are college and career ready when they leave school with 
a diploma. Graduation from high school with a regular or advanced diploma is viewed as the 
path to post-high school success (e.g., Achieve, 2013; Alliance for Excellent Education, 2009; 
Cordelia, 2013; Hall, 2007). Considerable attention has been paid to documenting the high school 
requirements in current state policies (e.g., Education Commission of the States, 2006, 2012) 
and recommending what high school requirements should ensure college and career readiness 
(e.g., Achieve, 2004, 2015). 

Previous research has documented the considerable variability that existed in states’ gradua- 
tion requirements and diploma options for those students with disabilities who participate in 
their states’ general assessments of English language arts and mathematics (Guy, Shin, Lee, 
& Thurlow, 1999; Johnson & Thurlow, 2003; Johnson, Thurlow, & Schuelka, 2012; Johnson, 
Thurlow, & Stout, 2007; Thurlow, Cormier, & Vang, 2009 ). This report extends and updates 
previous research on graduation policies for students with disabilities who participate in states’ 
general assessments. 

Examination of the ways in which students who participate in their states’ general assessments 
qualify to earn a regular diploma is important, in part, because of the federal reliance on the 
adjusted cohort graduation rate (ACGR) as a measure of states’ success in ensuring that all 
students are college- and career-ready when they leave high school with a regular or advanced 
diploma. The ACGR is defined as the number of students who graduate in four years with a 
regular high school diploma divided by the number of students who entered high school four 
years earlier (adjusted for transfers, emigres, and those who died). This rate is quite different 
from other rates (Urban Institute, 2014), including the one-year rate that many states used in the 
past, and the exiting rate used by the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). 

OSEP requires that states report a Leaver Rate (IDEA Section 618), which for graduation with 
a regular diploma involves dividing the number of students with disabilities ages 14 and older 
earning a regular high school diploma by the number of students with disabilities ages 14 and 
older leaving school either by earning a diploma, a certificate, or other document, or by drop- 
ping out (adjusted for those students who had reached maximum age and those who had died). 
For this Leaver Rate, a regular diploma is defined as the same diploma available to all students. 

Regardless of the measure used, graduation rates for students with disabilities historically have 
lagged behind those for students without disabilities. For example, in 2010, the U.S. Department 
of Education estimated that the graduation rate for students receiving special education services 
was about 50%, compared to a national graduation rate of 75% (Stillwell, Sable, & Plotts, 2011). 
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These data were based on still another calculation method — the averaged freshman graduation 
rate (AFGR). AFGR is used by the National Center for Education Statistics to estimate, without 
having individual student data, the proportion of high school freshmen who graduate with a 
regular diploma four years after starting ninth grade (Balfanz, Bridgeland, Bruce, & Fox, 2013). 

The ACGR data, which are based on individual student data files, nevertheless are quite discour- 
aging for students with disabilities who receive special education services. For example, for the 
2010-11 school year, ACGR for students with disabilities ranged from 23% (Mississippi and 
Nevada) to 84% (South Dakota), and gaps between all students and students with disabilities 
were as high as a 52-percentage point difference (Cordelia, 2013). For 201 1-12, the ACGR for 
students with disabilities ranged from 24% (Nevada) to 81% (Montana); the gaps between all 
students and students with disabilities were as high as 43% in 2011-12 (Stetser & Stillwell, 
2014). These data were based on all students with disabilities who received special education 
services, including those students with significant cognitive disabilities. Previous research has 
documented the considerable variability in states’ policies about whether students with signifi- 
cant cognitive disabilities can earn a regular diploma and the criteria that they must meet to do 
so (Thurlow, Albus, Lazarus, & Vang, 2015). 

The National Center on Educational Outcomes (NCEO) has conducted several surveys of states 
to learn more about diploma options, graduation requirements, and exit exams for youth with 
disabilities (Johnson, Thurlow, & Schuelka, 2012; Thurlow, Cormier, & Vang, 2009). Surveys 
can provide a picture of the ways in which students can earn a regular diploma. Still, survey data 
are sometimes difficult to interpret, so there is a need for the analysis of states’ written policies 
on graduation requirements. States’ written policies provide documentation of current policies 
and practices for students with disabilities who participate in their states’ general assessments. 
This view is particularly important to obtain because of the increasing emphasis on college and 
career readiness for all students, including those with disabilities. 

The purpose of this analysis of states’ graduation policies for students with disabilities who 
participate in the general assessment was to address four questions: 

1. Are the course requirements to earn a regular diploma different for students with dis- 
abilities compared to their peers without disabilities? 

2. What are the course requirements for students with disabilities when they are different 
from those of their peers without disabilities? 

3. Are the assessment requirements to earn a regular diploma different for students with 
disabilities compared to their peers without disabilities? 
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4. What are the assessment requirements for students with disabilities when they are differ- 
ent from those of their peers without disabilities? 


Method 

Four NCEO staff members searched state department of education websites for information 
on graduation requirements for students with disabilities who participate in the general state 
assessment. We specifically looked for information on: (a) course requirements, and (b) assess- 
ment requirements. 

Prior to starting our search of websites and our analysis of findings, we identified the specific 
documents that counted as a regular diploma in each of the 50 states and the District of Co- 
lumbia. These included only those diplomas that counted for the Adjusted Cohort Graduation 
Rate. In other words, they included what states considered to be their regular diploma as well 
as any “advanced” diplomas that the states provided to students meeting the criteria for them. 
This is consistent with the federal definition of a “regular high school diploma” used by the 
U.S. Department of Education: 

The standard high school diploma awarded to students in a state that is fully aligned with 
the state’s academic content standards and does not include a high school equivalency 
credential, certificate of attendance, or any alternative award. The term also includes a 
“high diploma” that is awarded to students who complete requirements above and beyond 
what is required for a regular diploma (34 C.F.R. §200. 19(b)(l)(iv)) 


The names of the diplomas that counted as “regular” for each of the 50 states are presented in 
Table 1. 

Table 1. Names of Regular Diplomas 


State 

Names of Diplomas Counted as “Regular” Diplomas 

Alabama 

Alabama High School Diploma; Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Aca- 
demic Endorsement (First Choice) 

Alaska 

High School Diploma 

Arizona 

High School Diploma 

Arkansas 

High School Diploma 

California 

Standard High School Diploma 

Colorado 

High School Diploma 

Connecticut 

High School Diploma 

Delaware 

High School Diploma 

Florida 

Standard Diploma 

Georgia 

High School Diploma; High School Diploma with Seal 


NCEO 


3 


Table 1. Names of Regular Diplomas (continued) 


State 

Names of Diplomas Counted as “Regular” Diplomas 

Hawaii 

High School Diploma 

Idaho 

High School Diploma 

Illinois 

High School Diploma 

Indiana 

Core 40 Diploma; General Diploma 

Iowa 

High School Diploma 

Kansas 

High School Diploma 

Kentucky 

Regular High School Diploma 

Louisiana 

College and Career; Career 

Maine 

Regular High School Diploma 

Maryland 

High School Diploma 

Massachusetts 

High School Diploma Certificate of Mastery; Certificate of Mastery with Distinction 

Michigan 

High School Diploma 

Minnesota 

High School Diploma 

Mississippi 

Regular High School Diploma 

Missouri 

Regular High School Diploma 

Montana 

Regular High School Diploma 

Nebraska 

High School Diploma 

Nevada 

Standard High School Diploma; Advanced High School Diploma 

New Hampshire 

Regular High School Diploma 

New Jersey 

State-endorsed High School Diploma 

New Mexico 

New Mexico Diploma of Excellence 

New York 

Regents Diploma; Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation; Local Diploma 

North Carolina 

Standard Diploma 

North Dakota 

North Dakota High School Diploma 

Ohio 

High School Diploma; Diploma with Honors 

Oklahoma 

Standard Diploma Standard; Diploma with Certificate of Distinction 

Oregon 1 

Oregon Diploma; Oregon Modified Diploma 

Pennsylvania 

High School Diploma 

Rhode Island 

Rhode Island High School Diploma 

South Carolina 

State High School Diploma; State High School Diploma with Academic Honors 
Award 

South Dakota 

Regular High School Diploma (Standard Diploma) 

Tennessee 

Standard High School Diploma 

Texas 

High School Diploma (Minimum, Recommended, Distinguished Achievement) 

Utah 

High School Diploma 

Vermont 

High School Diploma 

Virginia 

Standard Diploma; Advanced Studies Diploma 

Washington 

High School Diploma 
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Table 1. Names of Regular Diplomas (continued) 


State 

Names of Diplomas Counted as “Regular” Diplomas 

West Virginia 

High School Diploma 

Wisconsin 

High School Diploma 

Wyoming 

High School Diploma 


1 Oregon counts the Modified Diploma for its calculation of ACGR, starting in 2014-15 (see Oregon Department 
of Education, 2015). 


Using the diplomas listed in Table 1 as the starting point, information was gathered from states’ 
websites on the course and assessment criteria associated with earning those diplomas. 

After all information had been collected, we compared the requirements for students with dis- 
abilities to those for students without disabilities. We did this by examining the language related 
to students with disabilities and determining whether they were the same or different from 
those for their peers. This document analysis was specifically focused on students with IEPs 
who participated in the general assessment. If the language applied only to students with dis- 
abilities who participated in the alternate assessment based on alternate achievement standards 
(AA-AAS), it was not included in this analysis. 

When the requirements for students with disabilities were determined to be different from those 
for their peers without disabilities, we judged the extent of the difference. We identified the 
difference as being close to or far from the requirements for students without disabilities, using 
the following definitions: 

Close to - the general requirements are similar, but some limitations or adjustments can 
be made. For example, although the same number of credits may be required, the specific 
courses needed to earn those credits may be different for students with disabilities. Or, 
another test may be used that is at a lower grade level than the assessments used for peers. 

Far from - authority for the requirements to graduate are turned over to the IEP team. 
For example, the IEP team may decide the specific requirements that the students must 
meet, or the IEP team may just decide that a student can be exempt from the require- 
ments held for students without disabilities. 

Following the documentation of information from states’ websites, we summarized what we 
found, including the source websites and documents (see Appendix A). An example of a com- 
pleted form for one state is provided in Appendix B. After the information was compiled, each 
state director of special education was sent the form for his or her state to use for verification 
of our findings. The verification procedure took place from November, 2014 to January, 2015. 
Overall, 33 of the 5 1 states and District of Columbia responded to the verification requests, for 
a response rate of 64.7%. 
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During the verification process, we often received information about policies that we were not 
able to find on states’ websites. In these and other cases, state personnel provided to us their 
understanding of the policy. We accepted only information that could be documented via written 
products or the states’ websites. 

Results 

Results are presented here by the four research questions. 

Course Requirements to Earn a Regular Diploma for Students with Disabilities 
Compared to Their Peers Without Disabilities (Research Question 1) 

Table 2 shows the comparison rating assigned to each state’s course requirements for students 
with disabilities compared to their peers: Same, Close To, or Far From. The information col- 
lected from state websites on course requirements for students with disabilities and their peers 
is provided in Appendix C. Overall, with Close To and Far From both reflecting requirements 
that were different for students with disabilities compared to those of their peers, a total of 30 
states had different requirements for students with disabilities compared to their peers without 
disabilities, and 21 states had exactly the same requirements. Of the states with different require- 
ments, eight states had course requirements for students with disabilities that were judged to 
be Close To those for their peers and 22 had course requirements for students with disabilities 
that were Far From those for their peers. 


Table 2. Comparison Rating of States’ Course Requirements 


State 

Same 

Close To 

Far From 

Alabama* 


X 


Alaska 

X 



Arizona 



X 

Arkansas* 



X 

California 

X 



Colorado 

X 



Connecticut 



X 

Delaware 

X 



District of Columbia 

X 



Florida 

X 



Georgia* 


X 


Hawaii 

X 



Idaho* 



X 

Illinois 



X 

Indiana 

X 
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Table 2. Comparison Rating of States’ Course Requirements (continued) 


State 

Same 

Close To 

Far From 

Iowa 



X 

Kansas 

X 



Kentucky* 


X 


Louisiana 

X 



Maine* 



X 

Maryland 

X 



Massachusetts 

X 



Michigan 



X 

Minnesota 



X 

Mississippi 

X 



Missouri 



X 

Montana 


X 


Nebraska 



X 

Nevada 



X 

New Hampshire* 



X 

New Jersey 


X 


New Mexico 



X 

New York* 


X 


North Carolina 

X 



North Dakota 



X 

Ohio 



X 

Oklahoma 

X 



Oregon 

X 



Pennsylvania 



X 

Rhode Island 

X 



South Carolina 

X 



South Dakota 



X 

Tennessee* 


X 


Texas 



X 

Utah 



X 

Vermont* 



X 

Virginia 


X 


Washington 

X 



West Virginia 

X 



Wisconsin 



X 

Wyoming 

X 



Total 

21 

8 

22 


* During verification, the state indicated that its course requirements were the same for students with disabilities 
as for students without disabilities. 
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The 21 states in which the course requirements were the same for students with disabilities as 
for their peers without disabilities clearly confirmed this expectation, as shown in the following 
examples: 

Mississippi: Students who began 9th grade in 2003-2004 and each year thereafter must 
pass all required Subject Area Tests in U.S. History, English II, Biology I, and Algebra 
I. (Mississippi Department of Education, 2012, Code 3803) 

Oklahoma: The Achieving Classroom Excellence (ACE) law states that: Beginning 
with students entering the ninth grade in the 2008-2009 school year, every student shall 
demonstrate mastery of the state academic content standards in the following subject 
areas in order to graduate from a public high school with a standard diploma. . . . 

Once your child has completed coursework in the above listed subjects, an EOI is ad- 
ministered.... (Oklahoma State Department of Education, 2013) 

Oregon: Districts may award credit for proficiency as an option described by the OAR 
below, adopted by the State Board of Education January 23, 2003. Credit Options (581- 
022-1131) 

(1) A school district shall grant credit for work satisfactorily completed in any district 
school, including an alternative education program as defined in ORS 336.615 and ORS 
336.625, provided the method for accruing credit is described in the student’s personal 
education plan and the student either: 

(a) Successfully completes classroom or equivalent work (e.g., required and elective 
courses, supervised independent study, career-related learning experiences, project based 
learning) in a course of at least 130 clock hours in accordance with OAR 581-022-0102; 

(b) Successfully completes a unit of credit where performance-based criteria acceptable 
to the school district are identified; or 

(c) Demonstrates competency or mastery of subject as defined by the school district by 
any one or more of the following as approved by the district: 

(A) Successfully passes an appropriate exam; 

(B) Provides sample of work or other evidence which demonstrates equivalent 
knowledge or skill; and 

(C) Provides documentation of prior learning activities or experiences (e.g., certi- 
fication of training, letters, diplomas, awards, etc.) or; 

(d) Successfully completes a combination of the requirements set out in subsections (1) 
(a-c) of this section.” (Oregon State Board of Education, 2012, p.l) 
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Course Requirements When Different for Students with Disabilities Compared to 
Their Peers without Disabilities (Research Question 2) 

We examined the nature of the course requirements in those states that had different course re- 
quirements for students with disabilities compared to their peers without disabilities. We report 
the nature of these differences here by examining first those states that had course requirements 
that were Close To and then those states that had course requirements that were Far From for 
students with disabilities compared to their peers without disabilities. 

Close To. Table 3 shows the Close To states and the nature of their approaches to course re- 
quirements. The states with course requirements for students with disabilities that were close to 
those for the course requirements held for their peers most often involved the state defining the 
alternative courses or the ways in which courses could be adjusted for students with disabilities 
(N=5). Less often, the student’s district defined the coursework criteria (N=3). 

Table 3. Course Requirements for Students with Disabilities in States Where Requirements 
Were Rated as Close To Those for Their Peers 


State 

State Defines Alternative 
Coursework 

District Defines Alternative 
Coursework 

Alabama 

X 


Georgia 

X 


Kentucky 


X 

Montana 


X 

New Jersey 


X 

New York 

X 


Tennessee 

X 


Virginia 

X 


Total 

5 

3 


Examples of the requirements for students with disabilities in states that indicated the state 
defined the alternative coursework include the following: 

Alabama: Students with disabilities have specific alternative courses that can be taken 
to meet the course requirements (e.g., English Essential 9, 10, 11, 12 or AAS English 
9, 10, 11, 12 for English 9, 10, 11, 12; Algebraic Essentials A & B and Geometry Es- 
sentials A & B or AAS Mathematics 9, 10, 11, 12 for Algebra, Geometry, and Algebra 
II with Trig or Alg II or equivalent). (Alabama State Department of Education, n.d.) 

Georgia: Students with Disabilities who earn credit in Mathematics I or GPS Algebra 
and the associated mathematics support course, and mathematics II or GPS Geometry 
and the associated mathematics support course, may upon determination through the 
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Individualized Education Program Team meet mathematics diploma requirements by 
completing Mathematics III or GPS Advanced Algebra for a total of 3 mathematics 
core credits. Successful completion of 3 core units of mathematics may not meet the 
mathematics admission requirements for entrance into a University System or Georgia 
Institution or other post- secondary institution without additional coursework. (Georgia 
Department of Education, 201 1, p. 4) 

An example of the requirements for students with disabilities in states that indicated that the 
district could define the alternative coursework is the following: 

New Jersey: Through the IEP process and pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A: 14-4. 11, district 
boards of education may specify alternate requirements for a State-endorsed diploma 
for individual students with disabilities as defined in N.J.A.C. 6A:14-1.3. (New Jersey 
Department of Education, n.d., p. 34) 

Far From. Table 4 shows the Far From states and the nature of their course requirements. Al- 
though completion of IEP requirements was most frequent in these states, six of them included 
language or guidance about the rigor of the IEP-defined requirements. In contrast, 14 states 
simply required the completion of IEP requirements without language or guidance about the 
rigor of the IEP-defined requirements. Three states indicated that the IEP could allow for the 
student to be exempted from the course requirements to receive a regular diploma. 


Table 4. Course Requirements for Students with Disabilities in States Where Requirements 
Were Rated as Far From Those for Their Peers 


State 

Complete 

Requirements in IEP 
(with Rigor) 

Complete Requirements 
in IEP (without Rigor) 

Allowance for 
Exemption from Course 
Requirements 

Arizona 


X 


Arkansas 


X 


Connecticut 

X 



Idaho 

X 



Illinois 


X 


Iowa 


X 


Maine 


X 


Michigan 

X 



Minnesota 


X 


Missouri 


X 


Nebraska 


X 


Nevada 1 


X 


New Hampshire 


X 


New Mexico 

X 
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Table 4. Course Requirements for Students with Disabilities in States Where Requirements 
Were Rated as Far From Those for Their Peers (continued) 


State 

Complete 

Requirements in IEP 
(with Rigor) 

Complete Requirements 
in IEP (without Rigor) 

Allowance for 
Exemption from Course 
Requirements 

North Dakota 



X 

Ohio 



X 

Pennsylvania 


X 


South Dakota 


X 


Texas 


X 


Utah 



X 

Vermont 

X 



Wisconsin 


X 


Total 

5 

14 

3 


1 Nevada, although in the Complete Requirements of IEP (Without Rigor) column, did cite other state and district 
investigations addressing rigor of IEP decisions about placement and credit decisions. Nevertheless, it does not 
have guidance or language about rigor. 


Examples of statements about requirements for students with disabilities in states that indicated 
that the IEP determined the requirements to be completed, with guidance about rigor, include 
the following: 

Connecticut: Students with a mild or moderate learning disability, who receive the addi- 
tional support of an Individual Education Plan (IEP), are expected to meet the graduation 
requirements as stated in this plan. The Planning and Placement Team (PPT) must work 
closely with the mentor/advisor of the Student Success Plan for each special education 
student to ensure that every student meets the middle and high school expectations 
described. There may be some modifications in the curriculum or in the assessment 
environment for this student, but the basic expectations are the same as for non-special 
education students. (Connecticut Department of Education, n.d., p. 4) 

New Mexico: Departures from the standard program of study for students receiving 
special education services and supports shall be considered in the order of the options 
listed in Subparagraph (b) of Paragraph (13) of Subsection J of 6.29.1.9 NMAC. [These 
options, which must be submitted in a prior written notice of proposed action , include: 
standard program of study; and a career readiness alternative program of study; plus an 
option for student in the AA-AAS.] Any modified program of study may depart from 
a standard program of study only so far as is necessary to meet an individual student’s 
educational needs as determined by the IEP Team. Districts and charter schools are 
obligated to meet the requirements IDEA to provide students with IEPs on any one of 
the three programs of study, and access to the general curriculum in the least restrictive 
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environment. When an alternative program of study is developed, a building adminis- 
trator or designee who has knowledge about the student shall be a member of the IEP 
team. (New Mexico Public Education Department, 2014, p. 22) 

Examples of statements about requirements for students with disabilities in states that indicated 
that the IEP determined the requirements to be completed, without guidance about rigor in- 
clude the following: 

Arkansas: For a student with disabilities, fulfillment of the requirements set forth in the 
student’s IEP constitutes the basis for graduation from high school. (Arkansas Depart- 
ment of Education, 2009, p. 20) 

Minnesota: For some students, the IEP team may decide that attainment of individual- 
ized objectives is a more appropriate determining factor, with respect to receipt of a high 
school diploma, than is attainment of required examinations or other requirements. The 
IEP team, because of its unique knowledge of and work with the student, is best suited 
to make this determination. The student’s parent must consent to the proposed change 
of placement prior to exiting the student. (Minnesota Department of Education, n.d.) 

Nebraska: Consider graduation requirements and IEP annual goals: Neither Rule 51 
nor IDEA includes a requirement that an IEP contain specifically identified graduation 
criteria or a graduation plan; however, it is recognized that many districts document the 
graduation requirements in the student’s IEP. Deciding to document discussions about 
the student’s graduation plans either in the IEP or in IEP meeting notes may assist the 
IEP Team with documenting meaningful opportunities the parent was offered during the 
development, review, or revision of their child’s IEP. State law — not the IDEA — dictates 
the substantive standards for graduation. 92 NAC Rule 10-003.05 provides graduation 
requirements for each NE high school from grades nine through twelve. Additionally, 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §79-729 states that the graduation requirements prescribed in the statute 
do not apply to high school students whose individualized education plans prescribe a 
different course of instruction. Therefore, the IEP Team is responsible for determining the 
student’s course of instruction; considering the district’s graduation requirements and the 
student’s progress on meeting annual goals. (Nebraska Department of Education, n.d.) 

An example of a statement about requirements for students with disabilities in states that indi- 
cated that the IEP could allow for exemption from course requirements to earn a regular diploma 
includes the following: 

Ohio: The consent should also acknowledge that 1) one consequence of not completing 
the Ohio core curriculum is ineligibility to enroll in most state universities without further 
coursework and 2) the student must complete the alternative curriculum established by 
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the school that includes at a minimum the curriculum required in ORC §33 13.603(B). 

. . .Students who earn a high school diploma under the Opt-Out provision will be prohib- 
ited from attending most state universities in Ohio without further coursework. . . . The 
Opt-Out was designed to be temporary and yet provide some students with a period of 
transition to the more rigorous curriculum requirements of the Ohio core. Some students 
may not feel adequately prepared for the more rigorous requirements; specifically four 
units of mathematics that must include Algebra II or its equivalent and a unit of ad- 
vanced science in addition to a unit of physical science and a unit of life science. Other 
students may feel that their career or college goals might not require the more rigorous 
curriculum of the Ohio core. ...Four cohorts of entering ninth graders will be eligible 
to pursue the Opt-Out provision. Unless the provision is extended by legislative action, 
it will end with students who enter ninth grade for the first time on or after July 1, 2014. 
(Ohio Department of Education, 2012, pp. 1-2) 

Assessment Requirements to Earn a Regular Diploma for Students with Disabilities 
Compared to Their Peers Without Disabilities (Research Question 3) 

Not all states require that students take an exit assessment to receive a regular diploma. Table 5 
shows those states with an assessment requirement for graduation with a regular diploma from 
high school. 


Table 5. States with Exit Assessment Requirements for a Regular Diploma in 2014-15 


Arizona 

Maryland 

North Carolina 

California 

Massachusetts 

Ohio 

Connecticut 

Minnesota 

Oklahoma 

Florida 

Mississippi 

Oregon 

Georgia 

Missouri 

Pennsylvania 

Hawaii 

Nevada 

Tennessee 

Idaho 

New Jersey 

Texas 

Indiana 

New Mexico 

Virginia 

Louisiana 

New York 

Washington 


Note: Some states that had exit exams in the past no longer were using them for 2014-1 5. For example, the exit 
exam was eliminated as a graduation requirement to receive a South Carolina High School Diploma beginning 
with the graduating class of 2015 (South Carolina Department of Education, n.d., p. 1). 


Table 6 shows the comparison rating assigned to each state’s exit assessment requirements for 
students with disabilities compared to their peers: Same, Close To, or Far From. The information 
collected for exit assessment requirements for students with disabilities and their peers is provided 
in Appendix D. Overall, with Close To and Far From both reflecting assessment requirements 
that were different for students with disabilities compared to those of their peers, a total of 19 
states had different exit assessment requirements for students with disabilities compared to their 
peers without disabilities, and 8 states had exactly the same requirements. Of the states with 
different requirements, 10 had exit assessment requirements for students with disabilities that 
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were judged to be Close To those for their peers, and 9 states had exit assessment requirements 
for students with disabilities that were Far From those for their peers. 


Table 6. Comparison Rating of States’ Exit Assessment Requirements 


State 

Same 

Close To 

Far From 

Alabama 




Alaska 




Arizona 



X 

Arkansas 




California 



X 

Colorado 




Connecticut 


X 


Delaware 




District of Columbia 




Florida 



X 

Georgia* 


X 


Hawaii 

X 



Idaho* 


X 


Illinois 




Indiana 

X 



Iowa 




Kansas 




Kentucky 




Louisiana* 


X 


Maine 




Maryland 

X 



Massachusetts 

X 



Michigan 




Minnesota 



X 

Mississippi* 


X 


Missouri 



X 

Montana 




Nebraska 




Nevada 

X 



New Hampshire 




New Jersey 


X 


New Mexico 

X 



New York* 


X 


North Carolina 

X 



North Dakota 
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Table 6. Comparison Rating of States’ Exit Assessment Requirements (continued) 


State 

Same 

Close To 

Far From 

Ohio 



X 

Oklahoma 



X 

Oregon 


X 


Pennsylvania* 



X 

Rhode Island 




South Carolina 




South Dakota 




Tennessee* 


X 


Texas 



X 

Utah 




Vermont 




Virginia 

X 



Washington 


X 


West Virginia 




Wisconsin 




Wyoming 




Total 

8 

10 

9 


Note: Shaded states do not have exit assessment requirements. 

* During verification, the states indicated that its exit assessment requirements were the same for students with 
disabilities as for students without disabilities. 


The eight states in which the exit assessment requirements were the same for students with 
disabilities as for their peers without disabilities clearly confirmed this expectation, as shown 
in the following examples: 

Hawaii: The High School Diploma shall be issued to students who have met all gradua- 
tion requirements by demonstrating proficiency in the Hawaii Content and Performance 
Standards and General Learner Outcomes in the required courses. (Hawaii Department 
of Education, n.d., p. 5) 

Maryland : . . .and he or she must take and pass the Maryland High School Assessments 
as appropriate to the date of entry into grade 9 or satisfy the HSA graduation requirement 
by achieving the required combined score or successfully complete the Bridge Plan for 
Academic Validation (see section on High School Assessments). (Maryland Department 
of Education, 2013, p. 2) 
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Nevada : In addition to earning 22.5 credits students, must pass the Nevada High School 
Proficiency Exam (HSPE) in reading, math, and writing. Beginning with the class of 
2010, students must also pass the HSPE in science. (Nevada Department of Education, 
n.d.,p. 1) 

Exit Assessment Requirements When Different for Students with Disabilities 
Compared to Their Peers without Disabilities (Research Question 4) 

We examined the nature of the exit assessment requirements in those states that had different 
exit assessment requirements for students with disabilities compared to their peers without dis- 
abilities. We report the nature of these differences here by examining first those states that had 
exit assessment requirements that were Close To and then those states that had exit assessment 
requirements that were Far From for students with disabilities compared to their peers without 
disabilities. 

Close To. Table 7 shows the Close To states and the nature of their approaches to exit assessment 
requirements. The most common approaches that states used are included in this table: Other 
Assessment, Meet Local Criteria, and Waiver. 


Table 7. Exit Assessment Requirements for Students with Disabilities in States (N = 10) Where 
Requirements Were Rates as Close To Those for Their Peers 


State 

Other Assessment 

Meet Local Criteria 

Waiver 

Connecticut 

X 



Georgia 



X 

Idaho 


X 


Louisiana 

X 



Mississippi 

X 



New Jersey 

X 



New York 

X 



Oregon 

X 



Tennessee 

X 



Washington 

X 



Total 

8 

1 

1 


The states with exit assessment requirements for students with disabilities that were close to 
those for the exit assessment requirements held for their peers most often involved requiring 
that the student participate in a different assessment (N=8). In only one state each did the state 
allow for the student to meet local criteria or for the student to have a waiver from the exit as- 
sessment requirement. 
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Examples of the requirements for students with disabilities in states that indicated another as- 
sessment could be used to meet the requirement to earn a regular diploma are the following: 

Connecticut: If a student has been identified as having serious learning or other disabili- 
ties that significantly impact the student’s ability to meet standard graduation expecta- 
tions, as indicated in the IEP, then he or she may receive specific. . .assessments required 
for graduation. For example, the goal score on the Modified CAPT Assessment is the 
requirement parallel to the student’s making goal on the standard CAPT. (Connecticut 
Department of Education, n.d., pp. 4-5) 

Tennessee: Students with disabilities must participate in the state End of Course (EOC) 
assessment. These students must receive appropriate support and accommodations with 
the goal of mastering course content and passing the EOC assessment. However, a student 
on an active IEP whose disability interferes with performance on the EOC assessment may 
demonstrate mastery of core knowledge and skills for that course through the approved 
alternative performance based assessment. (Tennessee Department of Education, n.d.) 

Idaho referred to a local process for those students who did not attain a proficient score on the 
state assessment: 

Idaho: A student who does not attain at least a proficient score prior to graduation may 
appeal to the school district or LEA, and will be given an opportunity to demonstrate 
proficiency of the content standards through some other locally established plan. School 
districts or LEAs shall adopt an alternate plan and provide notice of that plan to all 
students who have not achieved a proficient or advanced score on the Grade 10 Idaho 
Standards Achievement Test by the fall semester of the student’s junior year. All locally 
established alternate plans used to demonstrate proficiency shall be forwarded to the State 
Board of Education for review and information. . . .Before entering an alternate measure, 
the student must be: 1. Enrolled in a special education program and have an Individual 
Education plan (IEP).... (Idaho Department of Education, 2014, p. 13) 

Georgia’s Disability Waiver was considered to be Close To because it focuses on a section of 
the assessment and because specific documentation is required to have the Waiver approved: 

Georgia: Disability Waiver is defined in rule as a student disability that is directly related 
to his or her ability to pass a particular section of the high school graduation assess- 
ment. . . .The written recommendation must be supported by documentation that lists the 
skills and knowledge set forth in the GPS [Georgia Performance Standards] and how 
the student has demonstrated equivalent mastery of these skills and standards through 
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specific class work and performance on other academic achievement assessments.... 
(Georgia Department of Education, 2010, p. 7) 

Far From. Table 8 shows the Far From states and the nature of their approaches to exit assess- 
ment requirements. The most common approaches that states used are included in this table: 
Meet IEP Criteria (N = 4) and Exemption (N = 5). 


Table 8. Exit Assessment Requirements for Students with Disabilities in States (N = 10) Where 
Requirements Were Rated as Far From Those for Their Peers 


State 

Meet IEP Criteria 

Exemption 

Arizona 

X 


California 


X 

Florida 


X 

Minnesota 

X 


Missouri 


X 

Ohio 


X 

Oklahoma 

X 


Pennsylvania 

X 


Texas 1 


X 

Total 

4 

5 


1 State allowed either Meet IEP Criteria or Exemption, but was entered into the farther away column of Exemp- 
tion. 


Examples of the statements about exit assessment requirements in states that indicated a student 
could meet IEP-de fined criteria were the following: 

Arizona: The IEP team can identify the expectation for AIMS and graduation. As an 
example, the IEP may indicate that to graduate with a high school diploma, the student 
must: ....Participate in AIMS, but not be required to pass in order to meet graduation 
requirements (this is presumed if the IEP is silent about the passing of the tests).... 
(Arizona Department of Education, 2013, p. 5) 

Pennsylvania: . . . .children with disabilities who take the PSS A or the local test, but who 
cannot perform at the proficient level or better due to their disabilities, can still graduate 
and receive a regular high school diploma if they have met their IEP goals. (Pennsylvania 
Department of Education, 2013, p. 39) 

Examples of the statements about exit assessment requirements in states that indicated a student 
could be exempted from the exit assessment requirements were the following: 

Florida: Students with disabilities who are working toward a standard high school di- 
ploma are expected to participate in the FCAT 2.0 and Florida EOC Assessments; how- 
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ever, legislation provides for a waiver of the FCAT 2.0 or Algebra 1 EOC Assessment 
as a requirement for graduating with a standard high school diploma for students with 
disabilities whose abilities cannot be accurately measured by the statewide assessments. 
(Florida Department of Education, 2014, p. 2) 

Ohio: Four cohorts of entering ninth graders will be eligible to pursue the Opt-Out pro- 
vision. Unless the provision is extended by legislative action, it will end with students 
who enter ninth grade for the first time on or after July 1, 2014. (Ohio Department of 
Education, 2012) 

Texas: A student can also graduate and receive a regular high school diploma under 
the minimum high school program outlined in TAC Chapter 74 , upon completing the 
minimum curriculum and credit requirements for students in general education and 
participating in required assessments. For these students the ARD committee must deter- 
mine whether passing the assessment is a requirement for graduation. (Texas Education 
Agency, 2010, p. 1) 

In those states that had the same exit assessment requirements for students with disabilities and 
their peers (N=8), five of them (Hawaii, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, North Carolina) also 
had the same course requirements for students with disabilities and their peers. 


Discussion 

This investigation of the 2014-15 graduation requirements for students with disabilities who 
participate in states’ general assessments confirmed previous studies that have shown considerable 
variability in states’ approaches. This is the case for both course requirements for graduation, 
and in those states that have them, exit assessments for graduation. We found that in terms of 
course requirements, the majority of states (N=30) had different, less rigorous, requirements for 
students with disabilities compared to the requirements for their peers. Further, most of these 
states had requirements identified by us as being “far from” the course requirements for their 
peers (N=22). Less than half of the states and DC (N=21) had the same course requirements 
for students with disabilities and their peers. 

In the 27 states that had exit assessment requirements for graduation, most (N=19) had differ- 
ent, less rigorous, requirements for students with disabilities compared to the requirements for 
their peers. Ten states had requirements that we identified as being “close to” and nine states 
had requirements that we identified as being “far from” the exit assessment requirements for 
students without disabilities. 
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Overall, only five of the 27 states with both course and assessment requirements (Hawaii, In- 
diana, Maryland, Massachusetts, North Carolina) had the same requirements for students with 
and without disabilities, and only nine of the 22 states with course requirements only (Alaska, 
Colorado, Delaware, District of Columbia, Kansas, Rhode Island, South Carolina, West Virginia, 
Wyoming) had the same requirements for students with and without disabilities. Thus, of the 5 1 
states (which includes DC), 14 states had the same requirements for students with disabilities 
and students without disabilities to graduate from high school with a regular diploma. 

There is clear evidence that the graduation rates of students with disabilities continues to lag 
behind the rates for their peers. This has been documented using the OSEP Leaver Rate (Cortiella, 
2013), the NCES average freshman graduation rate-AFGR (Stillwell, Sable, & Plotts, 201 1) and 
the Adjusted Cohort Graduation Rate-ACGR (Cortiella, 2013; DePaoli, Fox, Ingram, Maushard, 
Bridgeland, & Balfanz, 2015). At the same time, the push for college and career readiness in 
students who leave high school with a regular diploma is resulting in increased requirements 
for graduation for most students (Achieve, 2014, 2015), and more recently a recommendation 
for the same for students with disabilities (see Thurlow & Johnson, 2013) so that the diplomas 
they earned are just as meaningful as those earned by their peers. Ensuring appropriate access 
to instruction and assessments is an essential part of having the same rigorous requirements for 
students with disabilities as for other students (Thurlow & Johnson, 2013). The information 
reported here does not address the extent to which this access is provided nor whether states 
with different requirements differ in the access to instruction and assessments that is provided 
to students with disabilities. 

Continued attention needs to be given to the graduation requirements for students with dis- 
abilities. This is perhaps more important now than ever before because of the need for students 
with disabilities to have the college and career readiness s ki lls to be successful after leaving 
high school with their diplomas. 
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Appendix A 


State Resources on Graduation Requirements 

Alabama 

http://www.aasfaaonline.org/docs/FOCUS/requirements.html [basic requirements] 
http://alabamaschoolconnection.org/2013/04/18/the-new-alabama-high-school-diploma/ 
[change in diplomas and requirements for 9 th graders in 2015-16] 

http://blog.al.com/wire//print.html?entry=/2013/ll/state_education_bc) ard_discards.html 

[dropping of Alabama High School Graduation Exam] 

http://alex.state.al.us/ccrs/sites/alex.state.al.us.ccrs/files/Substitute%20Courses%20for%20 

Students%20with%20Disabilities%20(SES%20Feb.%2011...).docx 

Alaska 

https://education.alaska.g 0 v/faq.html#A 8 [basic requirements] 

http://diplomaguide.com/articles/Eaming_Your_High_School_Diploma_-_Alaska.html [ba- 
sic requirements, plus indication of options for students with disabilities] 
http://education.alaska.gov/news/releases/2014/retroactive_diploma.pdf [repeal of High 
School Graduation Qualifying Examination requirement] 

Arizona 

http://www.azed.gov/hsgraduation/ [Course and Testing Requirements] 

http ://w w w. azed. gov/wp-content/uploads/20 1 4/0 1 /aims-hs-graduation-overview_revised- 

aug-2013.pdf [Testing Requirements] 

http://www.azed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/new-assessment-transition-table-060414. 
pdf [Transition from AIMS to New Tests for Graduation] 

http://www.azed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/aims-reciprocity-act-sat.pdf [Alternatives 
to AIMS] 

http://www.azed.gov/special-education/graduation/ [General page for special education 
graduation requirements] 

http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2013/05/graduation-and-students-with-disabili- 
ties-peas2.pdf [Special education graduation information for public agencies] 
http://www.azed.gov/special-education/files/2013/05/graduation-and-students-with-disabili- 
ties-parents4.pdf [Special education graduation information for parents] 

Arkansas 

http://www.arkansased.org/divisions/leaming-services/curriculum-and-instruction/smart- 
core-core [Smart Core/Core Web page] 
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https://arksped.kl2. ar.us/.../PWN%20Proposed%20Graduation%2010-14. doc [Form to indi- 
cate graduation with a regular diploma means no more special education services] 
http://www.arkansased.org/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20In- 
struction/Smartcore%20Core/smartcore_waiver_20 1 4_0807 1 3 .pdf [Waiver from Smart Core 
- to Core - Form] 

http://www.arkansased.org/public/userfiles/Legal/Legal-Current%20Rules/ade_282_stan- 
dards_0709_current.pdf [Rules governing standards for accreditation of schools includes 
graduation requirements - see 14.04.2] 

California 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/hs/cefhsgradreq.asp 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/hs/hsgrtable.asp 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/hs/hsgrfaq.asp 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/hs/algebrafaq.asp 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/lr/wr/specialedauthority.asp 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/cahseefaqexempt.asp 

http://www.cde.ca.gOv/ta/tg/hs/cahseefaqexempt.asp#ql0 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/pd/ca/pe/physeducfaqs.asp 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/fp/algebral.asp 

Colorado 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/graduationguidelines 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/secondaryinitiatives/downloads/ad- 
optedgraduationguidelines20 1 3 .pdf 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/graduation-guidelines 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/graduation-guidelines-timeline 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/graduation-guidelines-faq 

Connecticut 

http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/backtoschool/student_learning_goals_objectives_hand- 

book.pdf 

http ://sdeportal . ct .go v/Cedar/File s/Pdf/Reports/cohortgraddoc umentation .pdf 
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/LIB/sde/pdf/board/careerpathways.pdf 
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/PDF/DEPS/Career/perf_stand_comp.pdf 
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/pressroom/TheConnecticutPlan.pdf 

Delaware 

http://regulations.delaware.gOv/AdminCode/titlel4/500/505.shtml#TopOfPage 
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http://www.doe.kl2.de.us/infosuites/staff/ci/content_areas/files/charterschools/CTE505gradu- 
ationrequirements .pdf 

http : //www. doe .k 1 2 . de . u s/new s/2006/06 1 5 . shtml 

http://www.queuenews.eom/NewslettersOct06/DE_Oct06.html#_Edueation_News 

District of Columbia 

http://dcps.dc. gov/DCPS/College+and+Careers/High+School+Planning/ 
Graduation+Requirements 

http://dcps.dc. gov/DCPS/In+the+Classroom/Special+Education/Plan+for+the+Future/Is+My 
+Child+On+Track+to+Graduate%3F 

Florida 

http://flaglerlive.eom/wp-content/uploads/2012-2013-Florida-Federal-Graduation-Rate-Re- 

port.pdf 

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7764/urlt/0084238-fcatpass.pdf 

http ://w w w. fldoe.org/academic s/graduation-requirements/index, stml 

http://www.leg. state. fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statut 

http://www.leg. state. fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_ 

String=&URF= 1 000- 1099/1 002/Sections/ 1 002 .3 1 05 .html 

http : //project 1 0.info/files/SenateB ill420 1 020 1 1 .ppt 

http://www.projectl0.info/files/TransitionGuide07292013.rtf 

http://www.leg. state. fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_ 

String=&URF= 1 000- 1 099/ 1 002/Sections/ 1 002 . 3 1 05 . html 

Georgia 

http://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/State-Board-of-Education/SBOE%20 
Rules/160- l-3-.09.pdf 

http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Accountability/Documents/ 
Cohort%20Graduation%20Rate%20Calculators%2001. 29. 15.xls 

http://archives.gadoe.org/DMGetDocument.aspx/Final%20General%20Guidance%20for%20 

Rule%20Waivers%20and%20Variances%20of%20High%20School%20Graduation%20As- 

sessments%20Versl.pdf?p=6CC6799F8C1371F6792D06C2AE784022A18E37C43254EAFF 

AF755C6959D831C7&Type=D 

http://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Documents/Four- 
year%20Adjusted%20Cohort%20High%20School%20Graduation%20Rate%20FAQ.docx 
http://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/State-Board-of-Education/SBOE%20 
Rules/1 60-4-2-.30.pdf 

https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/State-Board-of-Education/SBOE%20 
Rules/160-4-2-. 48.pdf 
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http://www.gadoe.org/curriculum-instruction-and-assessment/assessment/Pages/default.aspx 


Hawaii 

http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/TeachingAndLearning/StudentLeaming/GraduationRe- 

quirements/Pages/Graduation-Requirements-2016-and-beyond.aspx 

http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/TeachingAndLearning/StudentLeaming/GraduationRe- 

quirements/Pages/home.aspx 

http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/TeachingAndLearning/StudentLeaming/GraduationRe- 

quirements/Pages/Graduation-Requirements-to-2015.aspx 

Idaho 

https://www2.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/stateplans03/idcsa.doc 

http://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/2013/08/0203.pdf 

https://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/hs_grad_requirements/docs/Grad%20minimum%20Require- 

ments.pdf 

http://www.icdd.idaho.gov/pdf/Publications/Graduation%20Guidance%209-22- 1 1 .pdf 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/hs_grad_requirements/faq.htm 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/hs_grad_requirements/ 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/specialeducation/docs/Manual/Chapter7.pdf 

Illinois 

http : //w w w. isbe . net / new s/pdf/grad_require .pdf 

http ://w w w.isbe .net/sis/ppt/adj -cohort-grad-rate-pres20 1 204 1 9 .pdf 

Indiana 

http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/curriculum/classof2011generall.pdf 

http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/curriculum/diplomamatrix2.pdf 

http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/curriculum/scopt-outprocessl.pdf 

http://www.doe.in.gov/ccr/indianas-diploma-requirements 

Iowa 

https://www.educateiowa.gov/graduation-requirements 

https://www.educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/2014Chapterl2Matrix2014-08-14.pdf 

https://www.legis.iowa.gOv/docs/ACO/rule/281.12.3.pdf 

https://www.legis.iowa.goV/DOCS/ACO/IC/LINC/2013.Section.256.7.pdf 

https://www.educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/Iowa%20High%20School%20Gradua- 

tion%20Rates%20-%20The%20NGA%20Adjusted%20Rates%20Calculation.pdf 

https://www.educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/Iowa%20High%20School%20Gradua- 

tion%20Rates%20-%20The%20NGA%20Adjusted%20Rates%20Calculation.pdf 
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Kansas 

http://www.ksde. org/Portals/0/TLA/Graduation%20and%20School%20Choice/Gradua- 

tion%20and%20Dropout/Kansas%20Graduation%20Requirements%20Fact%20Sheet%20 

2014-2015.pdf 

http://www.ksde. org/Portals/0/TLA/Graduation%20and%20School%20Choice/Gradua- 
tion%20and%20Dropout/KansasGraduationDropoutInformationHandbook.pdf 

Kentucky 

http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/pages/gradrequirements.aspx 

http://www.prichardcommittee.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/2012-Special-Needs-KSU- 

Chapter.pdf 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=l&ved=OCCkQFj 

AA&url=http%3A%2F%2Feducation.ky.gov%2Fspecialed%2FEL%2FDocuments%2FE 

LL_PreCollege_Curriculum_and_Foreign_Language.doc&ei=NpMZVICiF6Xn8AG-5IHw 

CQ&usg=AFQjCNHXi6SfMuAMUhtAefASXbJajFvXVg&sig2=z32quasaKeKOyv-IvwE— 

Q&bvm=bv.75558745,d.b2U 

http://education.ky.gov/educational/AL/Documents/305.doc 

http://education.ky.gov/educational/CCadv/ilp/Documents/KY_AlternativeCompletion_2013- 

14F2F-WEBPPT%5BJune%202013%5D.pdf 

http://education.ky.gov/school/eap/Documents/FAQ%20-%20Altemative%20Education%20 

Programs.pdf 

http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/Documents/Language%20Competencies.pdf 
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/wlang/Documents/2013%20Kentucky%20Standard%20 
for%20World%20Language%20Proficiency%208. 16.2013.pdf 
http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Documents/COHORT%20FAQ%202014.pdf 
http://education.ky.gov/AA/Reports/Documents/CohortFormula.pdf 

Louisiana 

https://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/special-school-district/policy— pupil- 
progression-plan-201 2-201 3-%28current%29.pdf?sfvrsn=4 
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/academics/graduation-requirements 
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/commu- 
nity- service-diploma-endorsement-guidelines .pdf ?sfvrsn=2 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/commu- 

nity-service-diploma-endorsement-categories-with-descriptions-and-examples-of-non-profits. 

pdf?sfvrsn=0 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/commu- 

nity-service-diploma-endorsement-student-documentation-form.pdf?sfvrsn=0 
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http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/commu- 
nity-service-diploma-endorsement-traeking-form.pdf?sfvrsn=0 
http://www.osfa.louisiana.gov/MainSitePDFs/Course_Code_List_for_TOPS.pdf 
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/counselor-toolbox-resources/a-tops- 
core-curriculum-20 1 8 .pdf? sfvrsn=0 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/counselor-toolbox-resources/individual-graduation- 

plan-sample.pdf?sfvrsn=8 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/classroom-support-toolbox/counselor-support- 

toolbox/counselor-toolbox-library 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/accountability/school-performance-scores 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/assessment/altemate-assessments 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/assessment/end-of-course-tests 

http://www.louisianabelieves.com/assessment/annual-assessments 

http://www.advocacyinstitute.org/resources/CLE-AI-HB1015_analysis_June2014.pdf 

http ://jpschools .org/wp-content/uploads/20 1 5/02/20 14-15 -Revised-PPP-Final.pdf 

Maine 

http://www.maine.gov/doe/plan/education_evolving/cpa3.html 

http://www.maine.gov/doe/proficiency/standards/policystandardsbasedIEPgoals.pdf 

http://www.maine.gov/doe/proficiency/policy/msmasamplepolicyIKF-2013.doc 

http://www.maine.gov/education/disruption/law.html 

Maryland 

http://hsaexam.org/img/HS_Grad_Req.pdf 

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/EDA7F17C-52FD-48E7-99B6- 
9 1 26DCB 53CB 8/35 1 1 5/MD_HighSchoolGradCourseReq_byCounty_030 1201 3_.pdf 
http://hsaexam.org/img/HS_Grad_Q_A.pdf 

http ://marylandpublicschools .org/stateboard/boardagenda/042220 1 4/Tab_G_ 1 3 A .03 .02_ 
GraduationRequirementsPublicHighSchools.pdf 

Massachusetts 

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/NR/rdonlyres/DAABC0E6-50B8-455B-BDD0- 
E052F6068841/35526/sumatt 14.pdf 

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/programs/esea_flex/docs/WaiverRequest_Us- 

eSameAssessment_StudentsEachGradeLevel_030714.pdf 

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/programs/esea_flex/docs/WaiverRequest_Us- 

eSameAssessment_StudentsEachGradeLevel_030714.pdf 

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/testing/hsg_qa/index.html 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/graduation.html 
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http : //www. doe .mas s . edu/as/path way s/ 
http://www.doe.mass. edu/lawsregs/603cmr30.html?section=03 
http : //www. doe .mas s . edu/ccr/epp/qa. html 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcasappeals/ 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/SessionLaws/Acts/2012/Chapterl08 
www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt/resources.html 
http://www.doe.mass. edu/mcas/participation/?section=all 
www.doe.mass.edu/ccr/epp/ 

http://www.doe.mass. edu/lawsregs/603cmr30.html?section=03 

Michigan 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/faq7_178599_7.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/faq7_178599_7.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/faql_178592_7.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/faq4_178596_7.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Parent_12.20.06_181524_7.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/NewMMCPE9-5-2007_213954_7.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/New_MMC_one_pager_ll.15.06_183755_7.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Summary_of_Changes_to_State_Model_IEP_ 

Form_3 327 02_7 . pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Complete_MMC_FAQ_August_20 1 4_467323_7 . 
pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MDE_EDP_10-2-09_296459_7.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/PC_updates_for_website_final_467492_7.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/PC_Guide_Final_5_12_09_277958_7.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/PC_FAQs_5_12_09_277981_7.pdf 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/cepi/Understanding_Michigans_Cohort_Grad-Drop_ 

Rate s_465 743_7 .pdf 

Minnesota 

http : //education .state .mn . u s/MDE/S tuSuc/GradReq/ 
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/SchSup/DataSubLogin/GRR/ 

http://education.state.mn. us/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=052427& 
RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary 
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/SchSup/TestAdmin/MNTests/ 
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/SchSup/ComplAssist/QA/GradTransTransf/046628 

Mississippi 

http : //gearupms . org/doc s/GraduationRequirement s .pdf 
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http://www.mde.kl2.ms.us/student-assessment/student-assessment-satp2/graduation-options 

http://www.mde.kl2.ms.us/mississippi-board-of-education/board-of-education-policy-man- 

ual/policy-3800-graduation-requirements/policy-3804-additional-assessment-options-for- 

meeting-end-of-course-subject-area-test-graduation-requirements 

http://www.mde.kl2.ms.us/mississippi-board-of-education/board-of-education-policy-manu- 

al/policy-3800-graduation-requirements/policy-3803-assessments-required-for-graduation 

https://districtaccess.mde.kl2.ms.us/studentassessment/Public%20Access/SATP2%20Stu- 

dent%20-%20Parent%20Resources/Graduation-Options-Quick- Reference-Chart.pdf 

https://districtaccess.mde.kl2.ms.us/studentassessment/Public%20Access/Forms/AllItems. 

aspx?RootFolder=%252Fstudentassessment%252FPublic%20Access%252FSATP2%20 

Student%20- %20Parent%20Resources&FolderCTID=0x0 1 20008C4 1 04 1 A907 A304B A8 

9A4587F88962BC&View=%7B5FB78E06-9076-48F4-9A3B-C02F433B41D0%7D 

https://districtaccess.mde.kl2.ms.us/studentassessment/Public%20Access/SATP2%20Stu- 

dent%20-%20Parent%20Resources/National-Certification-Info-Paper.pdf 

https://districtaccess.mde.kl2.ms.us/studentassessment/Public%20Access/Special_Popula- 

tions/English%20Learners/Guidelines%20for%20English%20Language%20Learners%20 

%28January%20201 l%29.pdf 

http://www.mde.kl2.ms.us/student-assessment/student-assessment-special-populations/ 

student-assessment-satp2-aa 

https://districtaccess.mde.kl2.ms.us/studentassessment/Public%20Access/Special_Popu- 

lations/Subject%20Area%20Alternative%20Assessment%20%28SAAA%29/State%20 

Board%20Policy%207610%20-%20Subject%20Area%20Testing%20Program%20Ap- 

peals%20Process.pdf 

https://districtaccess.mde.kl2.ms.us/studentassessment/Public%20Access/Special_Popula- 

tions/Subject%20Area%20Alternative%20Assessment%20%28SAAA%29/Subject%20 

Area%20Alternative%20Assessment%20Manual%20%28SAAA%29,%20August%202014. 

pdf 

https://districtaccess.mde.kl2.ms.us/studentassessment/Public%20Access/Special_Popula- 

tions/Subject%20Area%20Alternative%20Assessment%20%28SAAA%29/Testing%20Stu- 

dents%20with%20Disabilities%20Regulations%20%28Revised%208-17-2012%29.pdf 

Missouri 

http ://dese.mo . gov/sites/default/files/Graduation_Handbook_20 1 0.pdf 
http ://dese .mo . gov/college-career-readines s/as ses sment/end-course 

Montana 

http : //opi .mt . gov/pdf/speced/Guide s/Grades GradDipl .pdf 
http://opi.mt.gov/pdf/SpecED/transi/GradFlyer.pdf 


34 


NCEO 


http://opi.mt. gov/GetAnswers/questions/130AVhat+is+required+for+grades+k-12+in+monta 
na%3B+subjects+activities%3F 

http://opi.mt.gov/PDF/gradmatters/Frequently-Asked-Questions-FINAL.pdf 
http://opi.mt.gov/PDF/Measurement/HomeSchoolPacket.pdf 
http://www.mtrules.org/gateway /ruleno.asp?RN=10. 55. 905 

Nebraska 

http://www.education.ne.gov/APAC/Documents/CurrentEvents/GraduationRequirements.pdf 

http://www.education.ne.gov/sped/bobbing/Graduation%20Considerations.pdf 

http://www.education.ne.gov/assessment/pdfs/SAA_13_Update_Final.pdf 

http://www.education.ne.gov/nssrs/docs/Guidance_for_Graduation_Cohort_3_0_0.pdf 

http://www.education.ne.gov/Legal/webrulespdf/CLEAN15_2012.pdf 

http://www.education.ne.gov/Legal/webrulespdf/RULE10_PLEDGE_2012.pdf 

Nevada 

http://www.doe.nv.gov/NDE_Offices/APAC/Resources/Nevada_State_Requirements_for_ 

Graduation/ 

http://www.doe.nv. gov/search. aspx?q=graduation%20requirements&t=site 
http://www.doe.nv.gov/NDE_Offices/Special_Education/Programs/Special_Education/Re- 
sources/Additional_Resources/Coursework,_Credits,_Promotions,_and_Graduation_Ceremo- 
nies_for_Students_with_Disabilities/ 

http://www.doe.nv.gov/NDE_Offices/Special_Education/Programs/Special_Education/Re- 

sources/Additional_Resources/IEP_Guidelines/ 

New Hampshire 

http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/special_ed/documents/nh_rules_amendment_ 

may_2014.pdf 

http://www.education.nh.gOv/program/school_approval/approval_faq.htm#instruction 

http://www.education.nh.gov/legislation/documents/ed3062014-min-stands.pdf 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XV/193-C/193-C-3.htm 

http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/curriculum/arts/documents/handbook.pdf 

http://www.education.nh.gov/standards/documents/high-school-competency.pdf 

New Jersey 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/news/2009/0220req.htm 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/hs/sra/ 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/hs/sra/expectations2.pdf 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/hs/sra/0909update.pdf 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/hs/sra/epp/050712eppmemo.pdf 
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http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/hs/sra/epp/guidance.pdf 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/hs/sra/epp/core.doc 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/hs/sra/tapp.pdf 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/ss/regs.htm 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/chpe/regs.htm 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/wl/regs.htm 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/hs/hspa/ 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/hs/njbct.shtml 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/hs/hspt/ 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/hs/sra/man.pdf 

New Mexico 

http : //ped . state . nm.u s/ped/Graduation_index .html 

http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/GradDocs/requirement/Graduation%20Checklist%20Print%20 

2015%20JO.pdf 

http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/GradDocs/requirement/NMSA%2022.13.Ll%20Graudation%20 
Requirements .pdf 

http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/GradDocs/requirement/NMSA%2022-2C-4.pdf 
http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/GradDocs/requirement/Graduation%20Assessment%20Require- 
ments%2001 162014.pdf 

http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/GradDocs/requirement/Graduation%20Assessment%20Require- 
ments%20Transfers %200 1 1 420 1 4.pdf 

http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/GradDocs/guidance/Graduation%20Course%20Requirements%20 
200 1 2%20- %2020 1 7 .pdf 

http://swmcdn.com/site_0450/NEREC_PathwaystoDiploma_050813.pdf 
http ://ped .state . nm. u s/ped/Graduation_FAQ . html 
http://www.nmlegis.gov/sessions/08%20Regular/final/SB0460.pdf 

New York 

http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/specialed/diploma-credentials.html 

http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/ciai/gradreq/intro.html 

http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/safetynet-compensatoryoption.html 

http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/safetynet-qa.htm 

http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/specialed/gradrequirements/CDOS-QA-1113.htm 

http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/specialed/gradrequirements/CDOS-QA-Augl4.pdf 

http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/ciai/gradreq/2009GradReqDetails.html 

http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/ciai/gradreq/GradReq3columnStyle7_l.pdf 

http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/specialed/publications/localdiplomaoptions-may2011.pdf 

http://www.pl2.nysed.gov/ciai/gradreq/appeal-form.pdf 
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North Carolina 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/curriculum/home/graduationrequirements.pdf 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/accountability/testing/eoc/creditrecovfaq.pdf 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/accountability/testing/eoc/ 

http://sbepolicy.dpi.state.nc.us/policies/GCS-C-021. asp ?pri=01&cat=C&pol=021&acr=GCS 

North Dakota 

http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/specedl/laws/policy/1005paper.pdf 

http://www.nd.gov/docr/juvenile/Education/Student%20Services/School%20Pro- 

grams/2010-ll%20School%20Catalog.pdf 

Ohio 

http : //oh .portal . airast.org/oh_alt/faqs 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Ohio-s-State-Tests/Ohio%E2%80%99s-Alternate- 

Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Ohio-s-State-Tests/End-of-Course-Exams 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation-Requiremen 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Ohio-Graduation-Test-OGT 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Ohio-s-New-Learning-Standards/Ohios-New-Learning- 

Standards/The-Ohio-Core-Opt-Out 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education/Ohio-Core-and-Students-with-Disabili- 

ties 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Ohio-Graduation-Test-OGT/Ohio-Graduation-Tests- 

FAQs 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation-Requiremen/ 
Graduation-Requirements-20 14-2017 

http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation-Requiremen/ 
Graduation-Requirements-20 1 4-20 17/Alternative-Pathway-for-Diploma 
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation-Requiremen/ 
Graduation-Requirements-20 1 4-20 17/Criteria-for-Diploma-with-Honors 
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation-Requiremen/ 
Graduation-Requirements-20 1 4-20 17/Electives-Requirement-for-Graduation 
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation-Requiremen/ 
Latcst-Updates-on-Graduation-Rcquircmcnts/Graduation-Rcquircmcnts-Frequently- Asked- 
Questions 

Alternate Achievement Standards for Students with the Most Significant Cognitive Disabili- 
ties Non-regulatory guidance 

http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Testing/Next-Generation-Assessments/ 

Ohio%E2%80%99s-Alternate-Assessment-for-Students-with-Sign/altguidance-l.pdf.aspx 
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What it takes to earn a Ohio diploma - Checklist 

http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation- 
Requiremen/Graduation-Requirements-20 1 4-20 1 7/Graduation-Checklist-20 1 4.pdf .aspx 
AASCD Fact Sheet http://oh.portal.airast.org/oh_alt/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/ 
SP15AASCD_Fact_Sheet.pdf 

AASCD FAQ for Families http://oh.portal.airast.org/oh_alt/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/ 
SP15AASCD_Family_FAQ2.pdf 

Participation Criteria http://oh.portal.airast.org/oh_alt/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/AASCD- 
ParticipationCriteriaFinal082514.pdf 

PowerPoint Presentation on the Ohio Academic Content Standards - Extended http://educa- 

tion.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Special-Education/Students-with-Disabilities/Students- 

With-Disabilities-(l)/Extended-Standards-PowerPoint_Web.ppt.aspx 

Criteria for Alternative Pathway to Graduation http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/ 

Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation-Requiremen/Graduation-Require- 

ments-201 4-201 7/Alternative-Pathway-for-Diploma/Criteria- for- Altemate-Pathway-to-Grad- 

uation.pdf.aspx 

FAQ for Alternative Pathway for Diploma http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/ 

Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation-Requiremen/Graduation-Require- 

ments-2014-2017/Alternative-Pathway-for-Diploma/The-Case-for-Martin.pdf.aspx 

Alternative Pathway to Graduation: Roles and timeline http://education.ohio.gov/getattach- 

ment/Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation-Requiremen/Graduation-Require- 

ments-2014-2017/Alternative-Pathway-for-Diploma/Board-Roles-and-Timelines. pdf. aspx 

The Case for Martin: An Alternative Pathway to Graduation Sample http://education.ohio. 

gov/getattachment/Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation-Requiremen/Gradu- 

ation-Requirements-2014-2017/Alternative-Pathway-for-Diploma/The-Case-for-Martin.pdf. 

aspx 

Comparison of Diplomas with Honors Criteria http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/ 
Topics/What-s-Happening-with-Ohio-s-Graduation-Requiremen/Graduation-Require- 
ments-2014-2017/Criteria-for-Diploma-with-Honors/Diploma-with-Honors-Comparison- 
Chart-4- 1-11 .pdf .aspx 

A Guide to the Ohio Graduation Tests for Students and Families http://education.ohio.gov/ 
getattachment/Topics/Testing/Ohio-Graduation-Test-OGT/201 1-Family-Guide.pdf. aspx 
Ohio Core Opt-Out Provisions FAQ http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Aca- 
demic-Content-Standards/New-Learning-Standards/The-Ohio-Core-Opt-Out/Core-Opt-Out- 
FAQs.pdf. aspx 

2012-2013 Four Year Five Year Graduation Rate Measures https://education.ohio.gov/ge- 
tattachment/Topics/Data/Report-Card/201 2-201 3-Technical-Documentation-Graduation- 
Rate-Measure.pdf.aspx 
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Oklahoma 

http://www.ok.gov/sde/assessment-home 

http://ok.gov/sde/newsblog/2013-04-12/ace-graduation-requirements 

http://www.ok.gov/sde/achieving-classroom-excellence-act-ace 

OSDE Form 12 Criteria Checklist http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/OSDE%20 

Form%2012%20Assessment%20Criteria%20Checklist.pdf 

OAAP Portfolio Administration Manual http://www.pearsonaccess.com/cs/Satellite ?blobcol= 

urlblob&blobheader=application%2Fforce-download&blobheademamel=Content-Dispositio 

n&blobheadername2=Content-Transfer-Encoding&blobheadervaluel=attachment%3B+filen 

ame%3D%222013-2014+OAAP+Portfolio+Administration+Manual.pdf%22&blobheaderva 

lue2=binary &blobkey=id&blobtable=BinaryData&blob where= 125505 5 95 9927&S sbinary=tr 

ue 

FAQ Regarding Students with Disabilities and the OAAP Portfolio Assessment http://ok.gov/ 
sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/OAAP%20FAQ%2020 13-20 14.pdf 
ACE EoC Project and ELL Testing Accommodation Update Memo http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ 
ok.gov. sde/files/ ACE- Memo 1-27-12 .pdf 

EoC project Options for Meeting ACE Graduation Testing requirements http://www.ok.gov/ 

sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/Website%20End%20of%20Course%20Project%20 

Options.pdf 

Earning Skills for SUCCESS Brochure http://www.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/docu- 
ments/files/SUCCESS %20brochure%2020 14-15 .pdf 

High School graduation checklist http://www.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/ 

files/SUCCESS_HS_GRAD_Parent%20Checklist%202014- 15.pdf 

Ace Guidance Memo http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/ACE-Guidance.pdf 

ACE FAQ EoC Projects http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/ACE-EOC-ProjectsFAQ.pdf 

ACE Flowchart for Students with Disabilties http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/ACE- 

Flowchart.pdf 

http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/SB-Janl2-7bAltTest.pdf 

Oregon 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?id=1681 
http://www.ode. state.or.us/search/results/?id=27 

http://www.morrow.kl2.or.us/sites/morrow.kl2.or.us/files/File/policies/alternativecer- 

toar012012.pdf 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/diploma/diploma-qa.pdf 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachleai-n/testing/resources/es_overview_eng.pdf 

http://www.morrow.kl2.or.us/sites/morrow.kl2.or.us/files/File/policies/extdipoar012012.pdf 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/gradelevel/hs/transition/moddipfaq-final.pdf 

http://www.ode.state.or.us/gradelevel/hs/transition/moddipoai-012012.doc 
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Pennsylvania 

http://www.pdesas.org/module/assessment/About.aspx 

http://www.pdesas.org/module/assessment/Keystone.aspx 

http://study.com/pennsylvania_high_school_diploma.html 

https://www.drnpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/10/graduation-requirements-for-children- 
with-disabilities .pdf 

PA High School graduation Requirements: LEA Guide to Proposed Changes http://static. 
pdesas.org/Content/Documents/PA_HS_Graduation_Requirements_LEA_Guide_to_Pro- 
posed_Changes.pdf 

PA HS Graduation Requirements: Parents’ guide to Proposed Changes http://static.pdesas. 

org/Content/Documents/PA_HS_Graduation_Requirements_Parents_Guide_to_Proposed_ 

Changes.pdf 

Keystone Project Based Assessments FAQ http://static.pdesas.org/Content/Documents/Key- 
stone% 20Proj ect % 20FAQ .pdf 

Keystone Project Based Assessment System FAQ http://static.pdesas.org/Content/Docu- 
ments/Key stone_Project_FAQ_4-28- 1 1 .pdf 

Information for Parents or Guardians PA Keystone Exams http://static.pdesas.org/Content/ 
Documents/Key stone_Exams_Parent_Overview-12-3-2013.pdf 

Keystone Accommodations Guidelines http://static.pdesas.org/Content/Documents/2014%20 
PSSA%20and%20Keystone%20Accommodations%20Guidelines.pdf 
Accommodations Guidelines for ELL http://static.pdesas.org/Content/Documents/Accommo- 
dations % 20for % 20ELL%200 1.13.11 .pdf 

Diploma Project Toolkit Handbook http://www.education.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/gate- 
way/PTARGS_0_2_ 1 379902_0_0_ 1 8/Diploma%25 20Project%25 20Toolkit%25 20PDE. 
docx&sa=U&ei=4KkxVOqxKJKwyATc74LwAQ&ved=OCAOQFjAHOBQ&client=internal- 
uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNErbRtVU19VDIoSpGGbaH_ulPI_bA 

Transition planning for youth with disabilities from the child welfare system to adulthood: A 
guide for youth. 

http://www.jlc.org/sites/default/files/topic_related_docs/Transition%20Planning%20for%20 

Youth%20with%20Disabilities%20-%20A%20Guide%20for%20Youth%20-%200cto- 

ber%202013.pdf 

http://static.pdesas.org/Content/Documents/PDE_PSFactSheet.pdf 

Rhode Island 

http://www.ritap.org/iep/professional-development 

http://ride.ri.gOv/Portals/0/LFploads/Documents/Diploma-System/Guidance_ltr_7-15-13.pdf 
http://ride.ri. gov/Port als/O/LFploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class- 
Standards/Assessment/RIAA/Guidance_for_IEP_Teams-RIAA_and_NCSC_20 14-15 .pdf 
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http://ride.ri.gov/Port als/O/Uploads/Documents/Diploma-System/Website-PPT-Diploma- 
System.pdf 

https ://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.ride.ri. gov/Port als/O/Uploads/Documents/Diplo- 
ma-Sy stem/Planning_for_NEC AP_Release_20 1 3/3_Communications/C 1 6_RI-HS-Diploma- 
System-Requirements.pptx&sa=U&ei=3OkqVICwNcThuQS9sYH4CA&ved=0CAsQFjAF& 
client=intemal-uds-cse&usg=AFQjCNHe2J4H-EEMsjhHEYQr9GCa5YTiPw 
http://www.ride.ri. gov/Portals/O/Uploads/Documents/Diploma-System/NECAP-clarifica- 
tion-101912.pdf 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/RIPublicSchools/DiplomaSystem.aspx 

South Carolina 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/124/ 
http ://ed. sc . gov/agency/programs -services/ 172/ 

https://ed.sc.gov/agency/lpa/HSAPEliminationInformation.cfm - HSAP Elimination (class of 
2015) 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/172/AccommodationsandCustomizedForms.cfm 
http : He d . sc . go v/agency/programs -services/4 8/index . cfm 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/48/SC-AltSampleTasks.cfm - performance task 
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/48/SC-AltExtendedStandards.cfm - extended stan- 
dards for SC-Alt 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/124/documents/2013version43-234.pdf 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/48/documents/SC-AltParticGuidanceForIEPteams. 

pdf 

http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/48/documents/PartiGuideAltAssessRev021510.pdf 
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/48/documents/Career_and_College_Readiness.pdf 
http://ed.sc.gov/agency/programs-services/173/documents/ParentGuideNovl2.pdf 
http ://ed. sc .gov/agency/lpa/documents/FAQs- Act 155 .pdf 


South Dakota 

http : //doe . sd . gov/oat s/EOC . aspx 

http : //doe . sd . go v/oat s/Alt As ses sment .aspx 

http : //doe . sd . go v/octe/gradrequirements .aspx 

http://doe.sd.gov/oats/documents/FAQ_EOC.pdf 

http://doe.sd.gov/oats/documents/EOCflowch.pdf 

http://doe.sd.gov/oats/documents/dsaPrntGd.pdf 

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/documents/FAQs.pdf 

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/documents/GradRequirements.pdf 

http://doe.sd.gov/octe/documents/GraduationQandAFinal.pdf 

https://doe.sd.gov/oess/documents/sped_transition_GraduationQA.pdf 
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Tennessee 

http://www.tn.gov/education/assessment/high_school.shtml 

http://www.tn.gov/education/assessment/alt_assessment.shtml 

http://www.tn.gov/education/instruction/graduation.shtml 

http://www.tn.gov/education/assessment/el_assessments.shtml 

http://www.tn.gov/education/assessment/doc/AltPBA_ppt.pdf 

http://www.tn.gov/education/student_support/special_ed/3210gradrequirements_000.ppt 

http://www.tn.gov/sbe/2008Januarypdfs/IV%20N%20High%20School%20Transition%20 

Policy%20&%20Rule.pdf 

Texas 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=5324 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter074/ch074f.html - Graduation requirements for 
students entering grade 9 2011-12 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter074/ch074g.html - Graduation requirements for 
students entering grade 9 in 2012-13 and thereafter 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter074/ch074b.html - Foundation High School Pro- 
gram Graduation Requirements, Adopted January 2014 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=2 147484563 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=25769806149 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/special-ed/staaralt/ 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147489483&lib 
ID=2 147489482 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769809336&li 

bID=25769809338 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769809836&li 

bID=25769809849 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769810175&li 

bID=25769810188 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769810175&li 

bID=25769810188 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769810226&li 
bID=257698 10239 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=2 147497565 

http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=25769804283&lib 

ID=25769804283 
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Utah 

http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/gradinfo/Home/High-School-Requirements-by-Year. 

aspx 

http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/gradinfo/Diplomas.aspx 

http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/gradinfo/Demonstrated-Competency/Assessments.aspx 
http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/gradinfo/Demonstrated-Competency/Policy.aspx 
http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/gradinfo/Home/High-School-Requirements-by-YeaiV 
FoundationAppliedorAdvancedCourses-0926 1 3 . aspx 
http://www.rules.utah.gov/publicat/code/r277/r277-700.htm 

Vermont 

http://education.vermont.gov/pbgr - Proficiency-based graduation requirements 
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/EDU-FinalEQS_AsAdopted.pdf 
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/EDU-EQS_Intoduction.pdf 
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/EDU-EQS_Annotated.pdf 

Virginia 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/index.shtml 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/standard.shtml 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/advanced_studies.shtml 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/modified_standard.shtml 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/credit_accommodations.shtml 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/other_diploma.shtml 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/faq.shtml 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/alternative_assessments/vaap_va_alt_assessment_prog/ 
index. shtml 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/alternative_assessments/vsep_va_substitute_eval_prog/ 
index. shtml 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/alternative_assessments/vmast_va_mod_achievement_ 
stds_test/index. shtml 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/administrators/superintendents_memos/2014/253-14.shtml 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/administrators/superintendents_memos/2013/105-13a.pdf 

http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/graduation/credit_accommodations/guidelines_stan- 

dard_diploma_credit_accommodations_for_students_with_disabilities_faq.pdf 

Washington 

http://sbe.wa.gOv/GradRequirements/ClassOf2014.php#.VEe4NhZPJCM - 2014 Graduation 
Requirements 

http://www.kl2.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/default.aspx 
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http://www.kl2.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/Requirement-Credits.aspx 
http://www.kl2.wa.us/assessment/GraduationAlternatives/default.aspx 
http://www.kl2.wa.us/assessment/Portfolio/default.aspx 
http://www.kl2. wa.us/assessment/StateTesting/#3 

http://www.kl2.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/Requirement-CulminatingProject.aspx 
http://www.kl2.wa.us/GraduationRequirements/Requirement-HighSchoolBeyond.aspx 
http://www.kl2.wa.us/assessment/GraduationAlternatives/pubdocs/IEPTeamGuidanceforSe- 
lectingCI AOptions . pdf 

http://www.kl2.wa.us/assessment/GraduationAlternatives/CollectionofEvidence.aspx 

http://www.kl2.wa.us/assessment/GraduationAlternatives/HSPE-MSP-COEBasic.aspx 

http://www.kl2.wa.us/assessment/GraduationAlternatives/OffGradeLevelAssessment.aspx 

http://www.kl2.wa.us/assessment/GraduationAlternatives/LDA.aspx 

http://www.kl2.wa.us/assessment/GraduationAlternatives/AwarenessLevel.aspx 

http://www.kl2.wa.us/assessment/GraduationAlternatives/SpecialCircumstances.aspx 

http://www.kl2.wa.us/assessment/WaiverAppeals/AppealingHSAssessment.aspx 

West Virginia 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/riseup/graduationRequirements.php 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/riseup/resources.php 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/tasc/ 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/oaa/pdf/ParticipationGuidelines.pdf 

http://wvde.state.wv.us/osp/Policy2419September2014.pdf 

Wisconsin 

http : //graduation .dpi . wi . gov/grad_paths 
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gOv/statutes/statutes/118/33/l 
http : //sped .dpi . wi . go v/sped_bul 10-08 

http://graduation.dpi.wi.gov/files/forms/pdf/podfm-pprc-grad.pdf 
http ://alternativeed . dpi . wi . gov/file s/alternati veed/pdf/alted_qa.pdf 
http : //alternati veed . dpi . wi . go v/alted_gedo2 

http : //alternati veed . dpi . wi . gov/ file s/alternati veed/pdf/HS CompletionCredential- 
Type03 1904_2.pdf 

http://lbstat.dpi.wi.gov/files/lbstat/ppt/alternative_ed.ppt 

Wyoming 

http ://edu . Wyoming .gov/in-the-classroom/ 

http://edu.wyoming.gov/beyond-the-classroom/college-career/scholarships/hathaway /require- 
ments/ 
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Appendix B 

Alabama Graduation Requirements for Students Earning a Regular Diploma 

Please verify that the following answers we found for your state are correct. If edits are 
needed, please do so and add a link to documentation. Thank you! 

1. Name(s) of regular diplomas: 

Alabama High School Diploma 

Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Academic Endorsement (First Choice) 

2. Are Course Requirements the same for students with disabilities as for other students? 

No, Students with disabilities have specific alternative courses that can be taken to meet 
the course requirements (e.g., English Essential 9, 10, 11, 12 or AAS English 9, 10, 11, 12 for 
English 9, 10, 11, 12; Algebraic Essentials A & B and Geometry Essentials A & B or AAS 
Mathematics 9, 10, 11, 12 for Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II with Trig or Alg II or 
equivalent)) 

3. Does your state have test requirements to earn a regular diploma? No 

4. Are exam requirements the same for students with disabilities as for other students? 

Not applicable 

5. Does your state have an alternate route/appeals process? No 


If the correct answer to question 5 is YES and your state has test requirements to earn a 
regular diploma, please check Question 6 for accuracy. 


6. Are the Same Alternative Ways/Appeals for Exams Available to Students With and 
Without Disabilities? 
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Appendix C 

State Course Requirements for Graduation with a Regular Diploma 
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